ceptibility to potential biological control agents, such as the egg parasitoid Trissolcus halyomorphae Yang (Hymenoptera: Scelionidae) (Yang et al. 2009 ), and to other management tactics. On 6 Oct 2011, 63 adult females and 60 adult males BMSB were shipped to the Florida Biological Control Laboratory quarantine facility in Gainesville from the USDA-ARS Beneficial Insect Introduction Research Unit in Newark, Delaware. All insects arrived alive and in good condition; however they were already in a reproductive diapause, which was reversed by exposing the adults to a bright intense light (T5 HO [High Output] bulbs; 6,400K) on a 16-hour photoperiod (16:8 h L:D) at 26 °C ± 2, and 50-55% RH.
Several different rearing methods were attempted with the BMSB to provide the number of egg masses required to conduct host-specificity tests with an egg-parasitoid. These procedures described herein are those that gave satisfactory results. These techniques are not meant for mass rearing, but will provide a limited number of insects required for biological studies and management technique testing.
The most effective rearing method for daily collection of egg masses included placement of approximately 10-15 pairs of BMSB adults in clear plastic round containers (25 cm diam × 9 cm high), with four 5 cm diam vents drilled along the sides of the container to allow for air circulation; and clear plastic rectangle containers (30 cm long × 23 cm wide × 10 cm high) having 4 meshed openings (5 cm diam) to allow for air circulation (Fig. 1e) . A 50 mL glass container filled with water and covered with cotton was placed at the center of the plastic container to provide moisture. Containers placed on shelves with reproductive adults were exposed to 16-h photoperiod (16:8 h L:D) at 26 °C ± 2, and 50-55% RH.
Insects were fed green bean pods, lima bean (Phaesolus lunatus L. Layers of Kimwipes® Kimberly-Clark and paper towels were placed inside the containers to provide an oviposition substrate, hiding places, and additional surface area. Egg masses were hand collected every other d. This method proved to be very effective for obtaining fresh high quality eggs (Fig. 2) . To avoid egg predation by adults and to avoid overcrowding, egg masses were collected regularly and placed in a separate labeled container. Nymphs tended to feed on the eggs, and adults were observed feeding on recently molted adults when placed in larger cages. Consequently, eggs, nymphs and adults were segregated to avoid cannibalism and improve rearing success. The number of cages (clear plastic containers) with 10-15 pairs per container varied depending on the number of egg-masses required each wk. Adult female started laying eggs approximately two weeks after the last molt, and laid approximately one egg mass (mode: 28 eggs in each mass) every wk (Medal et al. 2012) . Therefore, 100 reproducing females were necessary to obtain 100 egg masses a wk.
SUMMARY
The brown marmorated stink bug, Halyomorpha halys, is a potential threat to Florida agriculture. Several interceptions have occurred in the last several yr, but BMSB is apparently not yet established in Florida. At the FDACS-DPI quarantine facility different rearing methods were evaluated with H. halys to provide the number of egg masses required to conduct the needed host-specificity tests with an egg-parasitoid. Here we described a very effective rearing method for the daily collection of egg masses so that 100 egg masses per wk could be reliably provided for use in experiments.
